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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Local area author breaks into publishing industry, selling six books to two New York houses in one year

OWINGS MILLS, MD — May 20, 2010— Local author Stephanie Dray beat the odds this year, signing contracts with two major New York publishing houses. In a two-book contract, she sold her debut novel, a historical fantasy about the life of Cleopatra’s daughter, to Berkley Books. Under the pen name Stephanie Draven, she also sold a paranormal romance series to Harlequin’s Nocturne line, for a total of six works sold in one year. 

The author’s Mythica series, which has been described as “Percy Jackson for grown-up girls,” is based on the premise that Greek mythology is real and that ancient gods still walk among us. In October 2010, Harlequin publishes the first full-length novel of the series: Poisoned Kisses, a sassy but emotional tale for anyone who wonders what kind of daddy issues a girl has when her father is Ares, Greek God of War.

In January 2011, the author releases her first book for Berkley Books, an imprint of Penguin Group.  Titled Lily of the Nile, this historical drama takes readers to ancient Rome and into the life of Cleopatra Selene, daughter of Cleopatra and Mark Antony, who was captured by the Romans and forced to struggle for survival in the home of her parents’ worst enemy.

The author kicked off her paranormal romance series with two novellas--Midnight Medusa and Wild Tethered Bound--both of which received glowing reviews. Both works have already been issued in electronic form in anticipation of their appearance in paperback later this year.

Link to Author’s websites:  http://stephaniedraven.com/
                                             http://www.stephaniedray.com
Link to Harlequin’s website: http://www.eharlequin.com/
Link to Berkley’s website: http://us.penguingroup.com/
Links to Author’s E-Novellas: http://amzn.to/bvyHen and http://amzn.to/bmaj2R
ABOUT AUTHOR

Stephanie Dray grew up in Greece, NY.  After graduating from law school, she came to her senses and  returned to her first love, storytelling.  By re-imagining ancient myths for modern day audiences, she brings real world issues into sharp focus. The author currently resides in Baltimore with her three feline familiars and wickedly wonderful husband.
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